
Course Selection for
Students Entering 

Grade 11



Course Selection Process and Timelines
Course selection material is now available on the SDSS Guidance Website

2022/23 Course Selection runs from February 16, 2023 to February 24, 2023

Online Course Selection due by 4:00 pm on Friday, February 24, 2023

Please know that:
● your course selection determines which classes run next year
● you will need to submit your course selection AND parent/guardian 

approval email on time to receive equal consideration for the courses 
you have selected

   Alternates matter!  Please choose wisely!

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/guidance/Pages/Course-Selection-Information.aspx


Grade 11 SDSS
Course Offerings



Grade 11 Compulsory Courses*

Notes:
● In order to fulfill the requirements of an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD), 

students must complete one Grade 11 credit in English and one Grade 11 credit in math
● When selecting your Grade 11 elective credits, please ensure you have fulfilled your 

Group 1, 2 and 3 credits (see your Graduation Indicator on My Pathway Planner)

College College/University University Workplace

English NBE3C1 NBE3U1 ENG3E1

Math MBF3C1 MCF3M1 MCR3U1 MEL3E1

https://mypathwayplanner.yrdsb.ca/LoginFormIdentityProvider/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fLoginFormIdentityProvider%2fDefault.aspx


Course Types 



Prerequisite Courses
● Many courses have a prerequisite (a prior course needed to enter the 

course selected). When selecting courses, please ensure you have 
completed or are completing any prerequisite course(s).

Example: Grade 11 Visual Arts (AVI3M1) requires Grade 9 or 10 Visual 
Arts as a prerequisite.

● Use My Pathway Planner to plan ahead. You may select Grade 12 
courses for post-secondary planning purposes, but only your Grade 11 
course selections will be submitted in February.

https://mypathwayplanner.yrdsb.ca/LoginFormIdentityProvider/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fLoginFormIdentityProvider%2fDefault.aspx


Grade 11 Elective Courses*
○ Drama

○ Visual Art

○ Photography

○ Music

○ Repertoire

○ Accounting

○ Entrepreneurship

○ Sports & Entertainment Marketing

○ Travel & Tourism

○ World History

○ Law

○ Philosophy

○ Contemporary First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 
Perspectives NEW !

○ Learning Strategies (students with IEP)

○ Healthy Active Living (female/male)

○ Personal and Fitness Activities (female/male)

○ Hairstyling & Esthetics

○ Hospitality and Tourism

○ Transportation Technology

○ Technological Design

○ Construction Technology

○ Computer Engineering Technology

○ Communications Technology

○ Biology

○ Physics

○ Chemistry

○ Environmental Science

○ Computer Science

○ French

○ Spanish

○ Fashion

○ Anthropology, 
Psychology & 
Sociology

○ Parenting



New Course Offerings 2023/2024
NDA3M1 - Contemporary First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Perspectives

This course explores existing and emerging issues of local, regional, and 
national importance to First Nations, Métis, and Inuit in Canada. Students 
will analyse diverse perspectives on issues and events related to land, 
community, governance, identity, culture, and global trends. Using the 
concepts of political thinking and the tools of political inquiry, students will 
explore their own and others’ ideas and investigate issues to determine 
what needs to change and why. Students are also given the opportunity to 
develop their own problem-solving strategies to address an issue of their 
choice.



Course Offerings in Alternate Years

Students going into grade 11 who want to take SCH4C1 MUST select it 
next year as it will NOT be offered in your grade 12 year.

2023-2024 - Grade 11 2024-2025 - Grade 12

Gr. 12 College Chemistry (SCH4C1) Gr. 12 College Physics (SPH4C1)



Specialty Programs @ SDSS



Cooperative Education
● Allows students the opportunity to earn credits through experiential learning in a 

workplace setting
● Options include:

◦ teaching assistant (COOP1), half day (COPO2) or full day (COOP4)
◦ HPA (High Performance Athlete) Program (HPA1/HPA2)
◦ OYAP/Accelerated OYAP (Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program)
◦ Militia Co-op

● Applications are due with your course selection and can be found under the Course 
Selection Resources tab on My Pathway Planner 

● Interviews take place in May
● Questions? See Mrs. Hewitt in Room 1068



Cooperative Education



Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM)
● This program combines in-school courses with experiential learning 

through cooperative education and sector based certifications
● At SDSS we offer an SHSM in Health & Wellness have applied to add 

Business for next year
● Opportunities for ALL pathways (university, apprenticeship, college)
● Indicate your interest on My Pathway Planner under the SHSM 

Planner tab located on the right hand side under the graduation 
indicator

● Applications to be completed in with your course selection (now) 
● For more information, visit the SHSM Website or the Guidance office

https://docs.google.com/a/gapps.yrdsb.ca/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfX3Tv6l8BBjmcIbyiZbJrMA61xkZ5t4L4l7jibrStEUcbkWg/viewform
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/specialist-high-skills-major


Dual Credit
● This program allows students the opportunity to attend college while still in 

high school
● The Government covers the cost of tuition, transportation and books
● Students earn a college credit and an associated high school credit

◦ Animal Behaviour, Crime Scene Investigation, Podcasting, Film Studies
● Available to students in Grade 11 (Semester 2 only) and Grade 12
● For more information and to access the program application, please visit 

the Dual Credit Website

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/college-delivered-dual-credit-program


Post-Secondary Planning



How to Prepare
● Set realistic post-secondary goals that are well-suited to YOU!

● Research admission requirements for apprenticeships, college and/or 
university programs

● Create a post-secondary education plan that includes several options

● Develop questions for Guidance counsellors and/or college and 
university reps

● Attend (in person and/or virtual) post-secondary fairs 

● Visit college and university campuses and/or apprenticeship 
workplaces



Post-Secondary Planning - Apprenticeship
Apprenticeship Program and Admission Information: www.careersintrades.ca and 
www.ontario.ca/page/skilled-trades 
● Requirements for Apprenticeship programs:

○ Most trades require a high school diploma
○ Some require or prefer strong knowledge of math and science
○ Must acquire employment with a company/journeyperson to begin apprenticeship training

● Notes: 
○ OYAP (Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program) allows grade 11 or 12 students to start apprenticing 

for a skilled trade while they are in high school
○ Pre-apprenticeship programs through high school, colleges, trade schools and the Ontario 

government allow students to explore skilled trades prior to starting an apprenticeship
○ Employment for apprenticeships can be found through networking (family, friends, etc), trade unions, 

training institutions, employment offices, and/or websites such as apprenticesearch.com.

http://www.careersintrades.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/page/skilled-trades
http://apprenticesearch.com/


Post-Secondary Planning - College
College Program and Admission Information: www.ontariocolleges.ca
● Requirements for College Certificate, Diploma, Advanced Diploma programs:

○ High school diploma
○ Grade 12 College English for most programs

● Requirements for College Degree programs:
○ High school diploma
○ 6 Grade 12 U/M courses are required

● Notes: 
○ Admission averages can vary by school and program (check the website)
○ Programs may have prerequisite courses
○ Programs may require supplementary information (i.e. portfolio, interview)

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca


Post-Secondary Planning - University
University Program and Admission Information: www.ontariouniversititesinfo.ca
● Requirements for University Degree programs:

○ High school diploma
○ 6 Grade 12 U/M courses are required
○ Minimum 70% average 

● Notes: 
○ Many programs will have a much higher admission average
○ Some programs require as many as 5 specific Grade 12 U (University) courses as 

prerequisites
○ Some universities have a maximum number of “M” level courses that they will accept as part 

of the top 6 marks
○ Some programs may require supplementary information (i.e. portfolio, interview)

http://www.ontariouniversititesinfo.ca


My Pathway Planner



My Pathway Planner

Log in to My Pathway Planner 
using your GAPPS username 
and password.

https://mypathwayplanner.yrdsb.ca/LoginFormIdentityProvider/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fLoginFormIdentityProvider%2fDefault.aspx


My Pathway Planner: Dashboard

● On your Dashboard, 
select High School to 
access your course 
planner.



Online Learning Requirement Opt-Out
● Click on + Online 

Learning Opt-Out 
button.

● Review the Board’s 
message, scroll down 
and click “Add Course” 

● You will notice an 
“Online Learning 
Opt-Out” course has 
been added to your 
planner



My Pathway Planner: Choosing Courses

● To add courses to your 
high school plan, click 
on + course to select 
from the courses offered 
at SDSS.

● Detailed instructions are 
also available in the 
Course Selection Guide.



My Pathway Planner: Choosing Courses



My Pathway Planner: Adding Online Courses

● To add courses to your high 
school plan, click on + course

 
● Select Online Learning Courses 

Discipline

● Choose a course from the 
drop-down menu

● Scroll down and click 
“Add Course” 



My Pathway Planner: Adding Online Courses

● Courses are delivered online 
using an entirely asynchronous 
model

● They are NOT teacher-led 
classes at a specified time each 
day

● You may take a maximum of 2 
online courses across your 
grade 11 and 12 year



My Pathway Planner: Adding Repertoire
● Select all other courses you 

would like for next year before 
selecting Repertoire

● Once you have selected 8 
other courses, click on the     
+ course at the bottom of the 
column to add Repertoire

Repertoire MUST be added 
as your last credit



My Pathway Planner: Summer School
In February:
● pick a replacement elective course for the 

course you would like to be taking at summer 
school

● complete the Summer School Intention Form (in 
the Course Selection Resources section a the 
top right)

In the spring:
● you will need to officially register for summer 

school

Detailed instructions related to course replacement 
based on your summer school intention can be 
found in the Course Selection Guide.

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/guidance/Documents/2022%202023%20Grades%2010-12%20Course%20Selection%20Guide%20-%20Final.pdf


Graduation Requirements



Compulsory and Elective Credits
Be sure to check the Graduation Indicator on My Pathway Planner to 
ensure your course selection includes:
● all compulsory courses that you have not yet achieved (especially your 

Group credits)

● the courses that support (or are required for) your post-secondary 
program  

https://mypathwayplanner.yrdsb.ca/LoginFormIdentityProvider/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fLoginFormIdentityProvider%2fDefault.aspx


34 Credit Threshold
● Students may earn a maximum of 34 secondary school credits in their first 5 years of high 

school

○ Students may achieve more than 34 credits in their first 4 years of high school

○ Students who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) are exempt from the threshold

○ English as a Second Language (ESL) courses are not included in calculating the 
credits

● Once a student reaches the 34 credit threshold, they may earn credits through 
e-Learning, night school, summer school, adult day school, etc.

● Repeated courses count twice towards the threshold 
● More information on the 34 credit threshold can be found here.

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/graduation-requirements/34-credit


Community Involvement
● 40 community hours are needed to graduate

● Best to finish before the end of Grade 10

● Prior to doing an activity, ensure that it is eligible (see back of activity 
sheet) and get it pre-approved through Guidance

● Opportunities are advertised in the Guidance office, on Instagram 
(@sdss_guidance), on the SDSS Guidance Website and the SDSS 
Guidance Google Classroom

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/guidance/Pages/default.aspx
https://classroom.google.com/w/MTI2NDc4Nzk4NzE1/tc/MTcxMDg1NjUxMDUz
https://classroom.google.com/w/MTI2NDc4Nzk4NzE1/tc/MTcxMDg1NjUxMDUz


Literacy Requirement
● An Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) graduation requirement

● An after school literacy course is available to help you prepare for the 
test

● If you are unsuccessful on the test, you may rewrite the literacy test next 
year, or you may complete the Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Course (OSSLC)

● Speak to a guidance counsellor as soon as possible to discuss your 
options!



Reminders
● Grade 11 students must choose 8 courses and 2 alternates

● Pick alternates wisely as they may be used in creating your timetable

● Course Selection information is available on the SDSS Guidance 
Website and the Guidance Google Classroom

● Book a Guidance appointment for course selection support or to change 
your semester 2 timetable as soon as possible

Online Course Selection due by 4:00 pm on Friday, February 25, 2022

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/guidance/Pages/Course-Selection-Information.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/guidance/Pages/Course-Selection-Information.aspx
https://classroom.google.com/w/MTI2NDc4Nzk4NzE1/tc/MTcxMDg1NjUxMDUz


Resources



Staying Informed

        sdss_guidance

         SDSS Guidance Google Classroom (ljh6ex6)

         SDSS Guidance Website

https://classroom.google.com/c/MTI2NDc4Nzk4NzE1
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/guidance/Pages/default.aspx

